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The mission of the United Methodist Church is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Mark’s Remarks...

We are coming to the gift giving season. | personally love to receive gifts from my family.
' There’s just something about holding that package wrapped so pretty, not knowing what
. could be inside. Usually, the potential in the unknown is better than the actual gift.

As a parent and grandparent, | of course find more joy in giving than | do in getting. As
adults Jesus’ words are driven into us. “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” It gives me
great joy to see someone’s face light up when they receive just what they wanted. Giving of
ourselves is just a part of a Christian’s DNA. In giving to those outside the family, it is most
satisfying to do so anonymously. If you are quickly repaid for a kindness, it no longer feels like
giving. It is more a transaction. | give you a plate of cookies and a couple of days later you return
the favor. | pay for your lunch and next time you insist on paying. It goes on and on. Even when
you get a thank you, in a way it is a payment. That’s why | enjoy anonymous giving.

| want to get back to receiving gifts. | love getting gifts. In fact | have to argue with Jesus’
statement. I'm pretty sure He would agree with me. It is most blessed to receive where you
cannot give back. Jesus came to earth 2000 years ago to be the ultimate gift for us all. It is for
everyone. It is the one time where one size fits all is actually true. Itis a gift we must receive. Itis
impossible for us to repay in any way. It is the one time where we are encouraged to act like a
little child. A little child will rip the paper off the gift and totally focus on what is inside. There is no
pretending with a little child. They let you know immediately if they like the gift or not. It’s totally
self-centered and selfish and the way we should receive Christ.

Jesus wants us to receive Him as a little child. Innocent and accepting even if it seems by
those outside like it is selfish and self-centered. Couples are frequently torn apart when one
accepts Christ. That cannot stop us. It is too good to not accept this gift. It is not only life
changing, it is eternity changing. Come to Christ! Accept the gift! Realize, you can never pay it
back. It's ok to be selfish in this one case.

Pastor Mark

December Sermon Title and Scripture Schedule

December 1: Scripture: Luke 1:8-20 Sermon Title: ‘The Gift of the Angels’
December 8: Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 Sermon Title: ‘The Gift of Mary’
December 15: Scripture Sermon Title: ‘The Gift of the Shepherds’
December 22: Scripture: Sermon Title: ‘The Gift of the Wisemen’

December 29: Scripture: Sermon Title: ‘The Gift of Joseph’



Worship News
Trudy Corning and Linda Hayden, Co-chairs
Mark your Calendars!

Hanging of the Greens will be Friday, December 6 at 9:00am. All are welcome! Come enjoy fellowship as
we decorate our church, inside and outside, for the Advent season! Many hands will make light work!

God is home! This Advent season our beautiful stained glass windows will be illuminated! Let the light of
our Savior shine into our community for all to see!

Come, join us for worship and prepare your heart for the birth of our Savior this Advent season.
December 1: Advent begins .p

-
December 8: See and hear Godsbells, our hand bell choir. /
Then enjoy the Children’s Christmas program “A Totally Unrehearsed Christmas Pageant with a Few
Surprises”, written by Pastor Mark. You may wonder when the practices will begin. The first practice will
be the presentation! Come for the unpolished fun pageant! We need all the children of the church and
even your grandchildren who don’t attend our church to join us that day. s
December 15: The Chancel Choir will present the Cantata, “He Would Come to Me”. 00
December 22: Special Music: “Angels We Have Heard On High” 9

December 24: Two Christmas Eve Services
Join us for one or both of these services as we celebrate the birth of Christ.

7 PM Family service

It will have an extended children’s story, special music, the Christmas story, favorite carols, and a
candlelight closing as we sing ‘Silent Night'.

11 PM Candlelight Communion service

There will be special music, carols, scriptures, Communion together, lighting candles and singing
‘Silent Night'.

~—~

We will again adorn our sanctuary with beautiful poinsettias this holiday season! You will have an
opportunity to purchase poinsettias in honor of someone, in remembrance of a loved one, or to the
glory of God!

Order envelopes will be in the Sunday bulletin on December 1 & 8 or call the church office. The
cost is $10 per plant and payment is due when the order is placed. All orders need to be placed by
Monday, December 9. The poinsettias will be in the sanctuary starting Sunday, December 15 and will be
available to take home after the 11:00pm Christmas Eve Service.

1% LYFT is our Thursday evening worship service. We start at 5:30 pm with dinner and go right
W FM#/\ into worship at 6 pm. Worship includes music, a lay person or Pastor Mark speaking, prayer
and communion. LYFT is a casual worship service where each week we enjoy food,
TODPAY'! fellowship and fun! Everyone is welcome! Bring a friend!

**Our annual Christmas pot-luck will be on December 19. Everyone is invited to bring a
side dish or dessert to share. Meat, potatoes, rolls and drinks will be provided.



GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS

As we have in the past, the church will sell Gift Cards this holiday season. This program is a fund-raiser — the
church receives a percentage of the value of each gift card purchased. An order form is attached to the
newsletter and will also be available in the church Narthex and in the worship bulletins on December 1 and 8.

Payment is due with the order form. We will place two orders for gift cards. Your paid orders must be in the
office by 10 a.m. on either Monday, December 2 or Monday, December 9. Gift cards are usually available to be
picked up in the office 3-4 days following the order date. The office will contact anyone who ordered and let them
know their cards are in. If you have questions please call Kim in the church office.

.

WINTERFEST is Saturday, December7 ** "

For the second year we are participating in the Lowell Chamber of Commerce’s WINTERFEST. With our downtown
location we are able to be right in the heart of the activities and we will welcome the community into our building. It
will be an exciting day filled with Christmas joy, music, sweets and fellowship. Don’t miss out on viewing the
beautiful nativity showcase, singing Christmas Carols, and seeing the hand bells performance of “Do You Hear
What | Hear” and “Joy to the World”. There will also be 2 story times and a craft for children. Our Fellowship Hall
will be the place to shop at the Marketplace and the Cookie Walk.

N

In addition to attending the festivities, there are many opportunities for you to participate in our WINTERFEST
activities. Volunteers are needed to greet and direct our visitors to the different events in our church, or to help kids
with a very easy craft. If you have a talent to share, there is still room for craft items at the Marketplace.

Contact Trudy Corning @ 219-613-1787 or Laura Eller @ 219-688-7314 to volunteer. Below is the event schedule.

Event Location Time
Nativity Showcase Library 1:00-5:00 PM
Children’s Craft Narthex 1:00-5:00 PM
Christmas Hymn Sanctuary 2:00 PM
Sing-a-long
Hand Bells Sanctuary 2:30 PM
Marketplace Fellowship Hall 1:00-5:00 PM
Storytime Narthex 1:00 & 4:00
Cookie Walk Fellowship Hall 10:00 AM-6:00 PM

Ready for Christmas?

-
United Women in Faith will have holiday cookies and hot chocolate for purchase during ‘P/
Winterfest on Dec. 7 from 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. i

‘J «
.. . . . . . . . o o
This is our once a year fundraiser to sustain our local, state, national, and international missions. =¥ it & 4

God Bless the United Women in Faith and thank you for your support.



KAFAKUMBA
TRANSFORMATIONA L

OUTREACH

December Mission of the Month

In December we are supporting Kafakumba Training Center in Zambia, Africa. This mission was started by
John Enright and Ken Vance. The mission has done some groundbreaking work that is being looked at across
Africa. They have a pastor’s school to train Africans to serve their people. They are doing agricultural work by
teaching farmers techniques to increase yield in the area. They give farmers banana trees and guava plants with
the expectation that the farmer will then give plants to other farmers. They are teaching women skills to earn
money on their own. John and Ken began with a flight mission in Zaire, but felt called to do more. On December 8
there will be envelopes in the bulletins that we will accept all month to help this mission.

Christmas Missions

We have two opportunities to give to others through our Christmas missions this year. You may purchase gifts for local
elementary children (and their siblings) by selecting a red, green or yellow tag from the clothesline hanging in the narthex. Sign
out the tag you select, then shop for some of the needed clothing items. Please keep the amount spent to $60 per child. Return
your purchases, unwrapped, in a sturdy paper or plastic bag with the tag attached. We suggest gift receipts be included in the
bag. All gifts must be returned to the church by Dec. 13.

A second (new) opportunity is to assist the “Buddy Bag” program of the Community Help Network provide $10 fast food gift cards
to middle school students. Select a purple tag from the clothesline, purchase a $10 gift card to the restaurant on the tag.
Return the tag and the gift card to the basket in the office by Dec. 13.

Contact Susan Wells @ 219-779-3906 if you have questions. Thank you for reaching out and sharing the love of God with local
children!!

Thank you to all who donated items, wrote encouraging notes, are praying for the college students and helped fill
the boxes! Our college students are very blessed to have such a caring congregation! Please continue to pray for
the students as they receive their boxes and take finals. The students receiving finals boxes include:

Hailey Adcock, Keeley Bernard, Adam Fucela, Raylynn Miller, Kelle Riordan,
Lauren Riordan, Kyle Simmons, Toby Taylor, and Chesney Wilson

YEung
Hoait

serior adult ministry

Young at Heart Sr. Bingo will not meet in December.
Everyone have a very Merry Christmas. We'll get back together in January.



An Expression of Gratitude

On behalf of the entire Lowell United Methodist Church community, your Finance Committee wants to take a moment
to express our sincere gratitude for your recent pledge toward our 2025 budget. Your support is an invaluable
contribution to our mission of spreading love, compassion, and hope.

With your generous donations, we have been able to make a significant impact in our congregation and the wider
community. Whether it's providing assistance to those in need, organizing uplifting events, or fostering spiritual growth,
your contribution plays a vital role in making it all possible. We are a community that believes in the power of unity and
shared values, and your belief in our mission is truly inspiring. Your pledge not only helps us carry out our important
work but also strengthens our commitment to serving others and deepening our faith.

Once again, thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your kind and generous support. Your dedication to making a
difference is a shining example for us all. May God bless you abundantly for your kindness and may your generosity
inspire others to follow in your footsteps.

With sincere and grateful appreciation,
Your Finance Committee

ADAM HAMILTON

F.R.LE.N.D.S. Advent Study

The FRIENDS class will be doing a four session Advent study by Adam Hamilton on December 1, 8, 15, and 22.

In “Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas” Adam Hamilton explores the many different names of
Jesus (Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World, and Word Made Flesh.) What do these titles tell us
about the child whose birth we celebrate at Christmas? Join us and reflect upon the significance of the Christ-child
for our lives and the world today!

The FRIENDS class meets on Sunday mornings at 8:15 am upstairs in Room 304. Don Bales is the facilitator.
Please join us whenever you can. All are welcome.

Thank you for my milestone birthday card and well wishes. It was a memorable time.

\
’\\w Blessings,

Shirley Spry

To Our Church Family:

Gratitude is a powerful force that transforms our lives. It helps us to see the blessings that God has giv-
en us in the midst of challenges. Beth and | would like to express our gratitude for all the church family’s
thoughtful gestures throughout my surgery and recovery. Those gestures truly made our day in the
Bales household. The kindness and timely communications are deeply appreciated. Thank you for being
shining examples of what it means to be thoughtful and caring friends. Gentle words of encouragement,
gentle guidance through expression of prayer and unwavering support have been a source of inspiration
and strength.

Don and Beth Bales

| thank God daily for your prayers, cards and good wishes. What a blessing you are to me and the whole
Lowell community!

With a Thankful Heart,
Maryrose Lynch



FROM THE
CHURCH
MOUSE

I’m the church mouse. | see all that goes on in the church and | love to gossip about it.

Of course being a Christian mouse, | only say positive things.

Wow, what a great singing group! Common Bond was in worship on November 24. They did a wonderful
job. My tail is still twitching. | hope we see more Gospel groups like them. Of course, | love a good
carry-in meal. Not only did we have one on Sunday, there was another on the Thursday before at LYFT.
I'm stuffed with all the crumbs!

| hear through the gossip mill that there are a lot special events are coming up. A lot of work is going into
the Winterfest. The Christmas clothesline is up and many of the tags are already taken. Decorations are
set to be put up. The children are having an unrehearsed Christmas program again this year. The choir
will be having their annual Christmas Cantata. We'll have two Christmas Eve services and, as | am gos-
siping here, the Administrative Council is getting ready to pass the 2025 budget. Whew! | am tired just
writing all these juicy tidbits.

Be careful when you do good work for the church. I'm watching and just waiting to share that gossip.

Some pictures from the Veteran’s Celebration and Common Bond Concert
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Pastor’s Comic Corner

In case you haven’t noticed, | love humor.
Below are comics that I've come across. Enjoy and smile! Pastor Mark

bRy
ealized he'd broud is
“%{; gift” jax of myrch by midu@

Thanks to John Michael Sullivan (See Luke 2:1-16) 12-23-2005

AT LEAST WE CAN SAY THAT HE WAS BROUGHT = =
OP IN A STABLE HOME




WEEKLY EVENTS

Sunday - Adult Sunday School 8:15am ~ WINGS (300), FRIENDS (304) Worship ~ 9:30am (in Sanctuary), Monday - A/A 12pm
(303) Wednesday - A/A - 8pm (Fellowship Hall), Al/Anon - 8pm (library) Thursday - Dulcimers 10am (303),

LYFT Dinner 5:30pm Worship 6:00pm (F.H.), Godsbells practice 4:30pm, Chancel Choir practice 7pm (sanct.) Friday - A/A 12pm
(303) Saturday - A/A 11 a.m. (303)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
| 2 3 4 5 6 7
First Sunday Gift Card UWEF Exec .
of Advent orders due by Meeting 5 pm Hanging of UWF Cookie
10 am in (library) the Greens  YValk 10-6
office 9 am Winterfest
Trustees 6pm 1-5
8 9 10 } 12 13 14
Totally Gift Card **Clothesline
Unrehearsed orders due by Gift and
kids 10 am in Buddy Bag
Christmas office Gift Cards
Pageant Due Today
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Cantata Household LYFT
Sunday Pantry Potluck
9-12 & 5-6 Dinner
(curbside)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Christmas Eve/
omlcl‘; g:;sed Merry Office Closed
Christmas!
7pmand Il pm No LYFT
services
29 30 31
New Year’s
Eve/Office
Closed
1/2 Day




